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In the evolution of any society, there comes a time when it can be described as mature. How these signs are discerned differs but in the case of a musical society I believe that it is the presentation of a whole theatre experience.
In the case of Oliver by Starburst Theatre some of the performances taken on their own were not individually memorable but when taken as a whole this production was one of the best I have seen in a long time. 

The company designed and built a set appropriate for their venue and around this crafted the scenes with a well imagined lighting plot from Dirk Niggemann.

The title role was played (in this performance) by Luke Fourtanet. A young voice but note perfect in his signature song Where is Love. His feisty nature did not allow his character to be overwhelmed by the adult talent arrayed before him.

Oliver is much about couples, Bill & Nancy, Bumble & Corney, the Sowerberrys. If the relationships do not work then the plot becomes fragmented. Belief is an artists strength and all on stage knew their character and acted appropriately.
Kirsty Kingham’s Nancy was larger than the life she sings about and with a voice to fill the Albert Hall was excellent. The thread through all the action was Bill Hansell’s Fagin. He found a strong characterisation that wove a spell over all on stage and was both devious and vulnerable in equal measure. Leads would be nothing without strong support and all who played behind the lead gave of their best.

The directorial team of Pete and Liz Woodford worked the cast hard to produce a winning show but were not shy from showing the dark nature of Dickens original when it advanced the plot.

Many Congratulations to all for they have set the bar very high for the new season when I review shows.
